
Silver Link FAQ’s 
 

Do I have to be a member of PRSA Tulsa to enter? 

No, but it does make the entries less expensive.  

What does it cost to enter the Silver Link Awards and what are the deadlines I need to know? 
 
Early Bird Deadline  Sunday, June 11, 2017 // 11:59 p.m. 

PRSA members $40 per entry // Non-members $50 per entry 
 
Final Deadline   Sunday, June 25, 2017 // 11:59 p.m. 

PRSA members $60 per entry // Non-members $70 per entry 
 

How do I pay for my entries? 

Payment can be made online or via check. Select your payment option at time of submission. Invoices for 
check payments are automatically generated through the judging software, Judgify. Multiple entries can be 
paid with a single payment. 
 
Can I enter more than one entry at a time? 

Yes. After filling out your contact information you will be prompted to choose a category for your entry. After 

completing the entry form and uploading your entry you have the option to “confirm” or “confirm and add 

new”. To enter an additional project, click “confirm and add new”. Repeat as many times as necessary.  

What if I work for an agency who completed work for a client, can I enter that work? 

Yes! Our judging software has an option for this situation, so feel free. 

Am I competing against other entries in my chosen category? 

No. Because the program is set up to give Silver Link awards and Awards of Merit based solely on a points 

scale, there can be any number (including zero) of awards of both types in each category. So, just submit 

your best work and you’ll be judged based on the criteria for judging, not based on what other’s submit. 

Can I enter more than one entry in a category? 

Yes. Because each entry is judged against a set of criteria and not against other entries, it’s perfectly 

reasonable to enter more than one entry in a category. 

What if I have questions about the timeframe of my project? 

 

According to the Call for Entries, “All projects must have been produced between April 1, 2016 and March 

31, 2017, and have not previously been entered in a Silver Link competition.” We tend to be fairly broad in 

the definition of “produced between,” so typically if any part of your project was completed during that 

timeframe, it will work. If you’d like to ask a question about your specific project, contact Carissa Bratschun 



or Erin Holland (contact info above) and they’ll be happy to help you decide if your project fits the 

timeframe. 

How do I know if my project is a Campaign or a Tactic? 

From the Call for Entries, “Campaign entries are multi-faceted, large-scale projects and are made up of 
multiple tactics.  Tactic entries are smaller and more focused.  Because a campaign is made up of various 
tactics, an entire project may be submitted as a campaign and the strongest individual elements may also 
be submitted as tactics. 
 
For example:  You created a year-long campaign for your organization’s 100th anniversary.  Some of the 
elements included a redesigned website, media relations, and an event.  You could submit a campaign 
entry for the entire project and also submit three tactics entries — digital, media relations, and special 
event. 
 
What if I need help categorizing my entry? 
 
Contact Carissa Bratschun or Erin Holland (contact info above) and they will be happy to help you 
categorize your entry. 
 
Do I need to include Supplemental Info?   

Yes!  The 1-2 page summary only provides a written overview of your Research, Planning, Implementation, 

and Evaluation.  Judges need to see your actual work in each of those stages.  By submitting supplemental 

info, this shows/proves your work to the judges and will only increase your score.  

Do you have tips for great entries? 

Remember, this is the first time these judges are hearing about this project and your organization.  Make it 

as easy as possible for judges to understand and find the various criteria they are judging on.  An 

unpolished, hard-to-read entry only hurts your score.  For example, you might have completed a fantastic 

project, but if your Silver Link entry isn’t professional, it will most likely affect your score.  

How will my entry be judged? 
 
2017 entries will be judged by the PRSA Volunteer Chapter in East Tennessee.  Each Silver Link entrant 
will receive at least two constructive critiques from the judges, one being a current APR. 
 
All entries are judged on a 100-point scale in the following categories: 
 

 RESEARCH  (Up to 25 Points) 

 Strategy and intent of research (What did you hope to find out?) 

 Primary or secondary research, such as surveys or focus groups 
conducted, interviews with stakeholders, previous year’s data, reviews of 
similar projects, etc. 

 Overview of relevant findings  
 

 PLANNING  (Up to 25 Points)  



 Goals and objectives based on research findings 

 Strategy determined based on goals 

 Budget 
 

 IMPLEMENTATION  (Up to 25 Points) 

 Communication Plan / Outline based on strategy 

 Work Samples 

 Quality 

 Creativity 
 

 EVALUATION/RESULTS  (Up to 25 Points) 

 Data-driven outcomes 

 Successfulness at achieving goals and objectives (If so, why or why not?) 

 ROI, if applicable 
 
Entries scoring 85-100 points will receive a Silver Link.  Entries scoring 70-84 points will receive an Award 
of Merit.  Entries are only scored against criteria, not against other entries within the category, so there may 
be multiple winners in each category.   
 

Will I know before the Silver Link Banquet if I’ve won an award? 

Yes, winners will be notified mid-August. Non-winners will not be notified, but please consider entering 
again next year. Silver Link entries require some skill that can improve over time, so please try again next 
year using what you learn from feedback you receive on your entry. 
 
Will I receive my scores and feedback from my entries? 
 
Winning and non-winning entries will receive their scores and feedback from the judges after the Silver Link 
Banquet in September. 
 
When will I receive my award? 
 
Winners will be notified by mid-August and will receive their awards at the Silver Link Banquet on 
September 28, 2017. 
 
What if I can’t attend the Silver Link Banquet? 
 
All winners are highly encouraged to attend the Silver Link Banquet on September 28, 2017 at the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. You will be contacted before the banquet if you have received an award, but have not 
registered, so please consider sending someone to accept the award. However, if it is impossible for 
anyone to the attend the banquet, you can work with the Silver Link committee to coordinate pick up of your 
award after the banquet. 
 
 

 


